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1 Click Image.
2 Click Adjustments.

3 Click Levels.
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5 Click and drag  [& to the right to
darken shadows and increase
contrast.

6 Click and drag 7 to the left to

lighten the bright areas of the
image and increase contrast.

7 Clickand drag [z to adjust the
midtones — the shades between
the shadows and highlights — of
the image.
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You can use the Output sliders to
decrease the contrast while either

lightening or darkening the image.

8 Click and drag  [&] to the right to
lighten the image.

9 Clickand drag [ to the left to
darken the image.

0 Click OK.

Photoshop makes brightness and

contrast adjustments to the image.

In this example, adjusting the
Levels has lightened an overly

shadowy image to bring out color and

detail.

Note: You can also apply levels adjustments to an
image with an adjustment layer. For more, see Chaper 8.

Adjusting Colors chapter 7
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of an image?

Click Image and then Auto Tone. This converts the lightest
pixels in the image to white and the darkest pixels to black.
This command is similar to the Auto Contrast command

and can quickly improve the contrast of an overly gray
photographic image. In this example, you can use the Auto
Tone command to make the colors in the barn photo crisper.

\
@How do | automatically adjust the brightness levels
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\ Adjust Curves

1 Click Image.
2 Click Adjustments.
3 Click Curves.

The Curves dialog box opens.

e The dialog box includes a histogram of
the existing colors in the image, with
the dark colors represented on the left

and the light colors on the right.
4 Click the line graph and then drag to
adjust the lighting in the image.

Dragging the curve up and to the left

lightens the image, and dragging it down
and to the right darkens it.
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Adjusting Colors chapter 7

5 Click and drag at additional points ==
on the line graph to fine-tune the AN oty
. . St 32 -
lighting. e

To boost contrast, you can create
a curve with a slight S shape. This
lightens the highlights, darkens
the shadows, and keeps the
midtones relatively unchanged.

6 Click OK to apply the adjustments Ot
and close the dialog box.

o To reset the line graph, you can
press [} and then click Cancel,
which changes to Reset.

Photoshop adjusts the tones in the
image.

O

How do | apply automatic adjustments to Curves [5c]
my image with the Curves dialog box? HAC Defout g = .7;(,*('3._2.
The Curves dialog box offers several presets that Oasy Uctivt Cancei_|
you can select from to apply common BN Cotor Hicgotie G8)
adjustments. Crons Prncect (B8
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1 In the Curves dialog box, click a setting in the Wnirene Conima B58) RS

Lghter 748)

Preset menu. Livess Contrest (RODY 2 V: Broveew
Photoshop adjusts the shape of the line graph and Hegative $1G3)

Wtrong Cantrast K08

adjusts the colors in the image.

Contivm

2 Click OK to apply the adjustment.
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Adjust Color Balance

1 Click Image. o bt
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4 To display your adjustments in the @, e
image window as you make them, -;r’ T iGN
click the Preview check box ( X Moateh Calor..
chianges to). ¥ @ i
5 Choose the tones in the :
image that you want to affect @‘
(Changes to ). @ ]
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6 Click and drag a slider () [7] [
toward the color you want to @)
add more of. '
Color Balanew “
To add a warm cast to your !
. oo HAnen o
image, you can drag toward red o e a7 1D e
or magenta. yn -~ ot _6
Magerta T Goan | o
To add a cool cast, you can drag I - s ‘
toward blue or cyan.
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7 Choose another Color Balance Cotor Balance =
option. El Color Balance

8 Type a number from -100 to 100 |‘ il B
. Cyan
in one or more of the Color Levels | | sagats
fields. ok

Note: Step 8is an altemative to dragging a slider. Tone Déance 7
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Photoshop makes color
adjustments to the image.

Note: You can also gpply color balance
adustments to animage with an adjustment layer.
See Chapter 8 formore.

ws)

How can the Color Balance
command help me improve
poorly lit digital photos?

The Color Balance command can
help eliminate the colorcast that
can sometimes permeate a digital
photo. For example, some indoor
incandescent or fluorescent lighting
can add a yellowish or bluish tint to your images.
You can remove these tints by adding blue or red,
respectively, to your images by using this command.

How can | convert my
image to black and
white pixels?

Click Image, Adjustments,
and then Threshold. The
Threshold dialog box
opens, enabling you to
control the balance of
black-and-white colors in the converted
image. This command makes your image look
like a photocopy.
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